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ChaseDream Business Student Fellowship ---- CBSF
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e Zyu (Kellogg, Chicago)

Cynthia (Kellogg)

Lvmei (Wharton)

Hunterzhou (CMU)

Tomex (INSEAD, RSM, Michigan,)

Rainman (Kellogg)

Hkgolfer (Darden, Georgetown)

Sabine (Darden, Emory)

Waynexy (Michigan, Yale)

Fool (Kellogg, Michigan, UCLA)

Feifeifeifei (UT Austin)

Yale (UNC)

Attic (TUCK, USC)
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e Tsljz (CMU)

e  Kevin (Rotman, lvey)

e Sea (Michigan State University)

e Jill (Notre Dame, Kelley, U of Washington)
e Zm (Oxford)

e Abatis(CMU)

e Zgs (Michigan State University)

e Piloteer (Boston University)

e Andy (Rutgers University, part time)
e Dengshan (Kelley, Minnesota)

e  Coopers (Olin)

e Fwbj0l (Minnesota)

e  Smilingchen (CMU)

e Rich (Georgetown)

e  Papaya (Haas part time)

e  Cui Teng (Wharton)

e  Chbsfan (Duke, Ivey)

e Qqgredzoe (USC)

e  Zzzxn (Michigan)

e Mei75 (Kellogg)

e Turnover (USC Master of Real Estate Development, University of Denver)
e  Susan (Wharton)

e Vas (York)

e  Steve73 (York)

e  Helenhuijia (UT Austin)

e Jeffrey-N (RSM, W&M, UIUC)

e  Zhongguo (Yale)
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E4: tsljz

fTES: jeremy, tian

WMBEHR: SN RIME KT S, Hh Bk, 6 TEEZH viviandg
papaya 5¢ )

> JEECKgRERA
e Jeremy (hkgolfer, Cynthia)
e  Baobaobear (Tomex)
e  Fwbjol (fwhjol)
e Viviandg
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> AERFGEI A
e Tian (piloteer, lvmei)
e Piloteer (yale)
e  Wauijie_ren (fool, Cui Teng)
e Haydn (zgs)
o 1l1IE (rainman)

> KGR EBA
e Allen2009 (Sea, smilingchen)
e  Sdyx0 (Jill, Sabine, zm)

> R, IR ER
e  Tsljz (feifeifeifei, zyu, hunterzhou, Kevin)
o Feifeifeifei (tsljz)
e  Chipmunk (coopers, dengshan, waynexy;, attic)
e Papaya (andy2215)
e  Mindfree (abitis)
e Andy2215 (Rich, papaya)
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& —p= Career Enhancer or Career Switcher?

Time: June 28 2003

Place: KFC near China World Tower, Beijing

Interviewee: Cynthia (Kellogg), admitted by Kellogg, Duck and CMU (with $5,000 scholarship)
Interviewer: Jeremy

Background of Cynthia

Cynthia has seven years of working experience. One year of sales experience in-an MNC and two
years of channel management experience in a world famous sports outfits company. Cynthia’s last
employer is a brand management consulting company. GMAT 750 and TOFEL 610.

Why MBA

“1 had a strong wish to broaden my vision and gain overseas experience. To pursue an overseas
degree is my ultimate aim. Since business is the field that I have been doing and good at, MBA
becomes a natural choice. ”

“1 hate repeating things or doing easy job:. But my work was becoming boring after | had spent four
years in the industry. Work was also becoming easy to me. | knew | need to find a more challenging
career life. ”

“1 did not have a very clear plan as to what kind of job I would like to do after my overseas study, so
I did not choose a specialized area, for instance MS of Human Resources. | think | can have many
choices with an MBA degree.”

“Admission into. Kellogg does not mean that marketing is my paramount choice. Like any other
top school, Kellogg is a well-rounded school, strong in every field of business — general management,
strategy, as well as finance. It is just a matter of perception that Kellogg is a marketing school.”

“It is natural that | presented myself as a career enhancer in my application to Kellogg as well as to
other schools. This is not a good time for career switcher. Even MBA with pre-MBA experience have
great difficulties in finding a job in finance. Every school pays attention to placement of their students
even when they were only applicants. | believe | was at a disadvantageous position when | applied for
Wharton and Chicago GSB.”

School Selection

“Like most of Kellogg’s admitted students in China this year, | am overachiever along my career
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path. Most schools on my target list are among Top10 schools. ”
“I targeted at Kellogg, Chicago GBS and Wharton because they are the world best programs.”

“1 believe knowledge gained through quantitative study will be more solid than that through case
study. Both Chicago GSB and Wharton are good at quantitative analysis. HBS and Stanford rely too
much on case study (nearly 100%), so | applied for neither of them. ”

Interview

“1 conducted a telephone interview with Chicago GSB. The interviewer in my interview with
Kellogg was an ’86 alumnus, who owned his own company, in Beijing. ”

“1 figured out that Kellogg looks for strong sense of social contributions. I think this is weak point
for most Chinese applicants since in China we did not have established a social system that facilitates
our social contributions initiatives. It seemed that the interviewer appreciated one of my experiences,
in which I carefully transferred account to my colleagues before job-hopping. | guess he would regard
this story as an indication of ‘ethics’. ”

Essay

“1 did not have any peer in application, but I did have my essays reviewed by many people. One of
them was a quasi-native speaker, He commented on my essays from a foreigner’s perspective. One
thing is very interesting: He persuaded me to slash off the words labeling myself smart. He said the
Americans wanted to see personalities of applicants, not applicants’ 1Q levels. ”

“Essays written for different schools should reflect schools’ characteristics. For example, essays
written for Kellogg should indicate you have strong team spirit and you are an active social
contributor; essays for Wharton, you should put more emphasis on innovation. ”

“How did | write the essay “You have been selected as a member of the Kellogg Admissions
Committee. Please provide a brief evaluative assessment of your file?’? This is a three-step essay:
1. Summary of my profiles, including academic performance and professional experience.
2. Analysis of my application, including selection of examples, selection of recommenders, and
way of presentation, how qualified and fit | am for Kellogg, where | need improving.
3. Conclusion: positive consideration.

Visa

“I received great help from Visa Forum at ChaseDream during my preparation for visa. | succeeded
in second trial.”
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My personal suggestion for visa preparation is to be 100% ready before applying visa. My
preparations included:

e Prepare EVERYTHING that other people have, including return offer, tax receipt, finance, etc.

e  Explore real work opportunities in China to prove that | am serious about coming back to China
for future career

e  Write down Q&A in paper

e  Mock everyday to familiarize myself with my story

BATA ), RO, TR A, BRATSWGAE R Sk H okt .
R http://forum.chasedream.com
http://forum.chasedream.com/list.asp?boardid=13
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AETIEAGEAE TR, BN LA BT —A) U, AA [NIEHTIREE BT 2201 TN
SCRE, XA T ASCEER AA, R AA B E— SR AR ARBNIERE, AN 1 TE R .
AR FRHEBARETT R4 42

AA B, AFHER S, FARE MR, TR L.

(1) AABR — IIREEAEMAEE T KEVRE
Just one suggestion...when you write me,  try to imagine a person who is "wondering"...
I don't have answer to a lot of questions yet (life, career, etc.)
I just want to find a way to experience life, to experience my own life.

To make me (myself) exciting...to make the people | love happy and to make the society | am living a
little bit ideal.

I have a lot of weakness - for example, think too much...sometimes, too sensitive...too much
interest....

But, on the other side, only living in the free society - | do have the privilege/space to create my own
field...I am really happy about that...

Other than that...hmm...I really don't have too much to be proud of...and, probably, that is why
"computer science" is kind of lacking of excitement now to me...

I don't know...

1E AA HIEEHL, XAEIXAS “Idon” t know-++ FRAR TARA . 755 KRR VI i LS A] TR
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AN R, B2 TP Z SR R S g o N AT IR AR . Sy Aham it
IXECAE T SR 1, S B AR B A 2K AR SLSE7E Sales Fil Marketing 7 TH . )
— R ERB R A CBEAEXATHPE NS, 65 A ORI A F LR A I FE g g
BEEAALy, IBRARIERIE T, AN MBA Program, ASGREEIIE Eil Ik pE BRAE 1T —
AN TIIET:, i Had iy PSR [ AR AN K AU W e b, G G 45 RN D AR A

BIENE

T LA BARARE £, HEHBA T ARZME R EaR, Prol AR TRt
SRS I . 17 HIL ) GMAT RRGTIRAR, BARFGE IR L EL i, HR% TR, 25—
A 600, 247 630, I LAFRIRZIHINIRE] GMAT JEA U — M if AL, &
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BRI BAT I, AR AR ITRFE 1, i R HE 5 5 (0 IR TR) ARG 3 AR S A AT R (10 3L
b7 AR

XTHCHSENA T —MMEMRNRZ G, FRYE BT W JEHE 20 4 BUGE 8, S e
SRV T T VG 7 (P IR 2 A G0 1 I e 5 4 LU AT SRR 1R 2452 o DR A FR AT A AL AE Indiana BT
TAERE— By a], i DO AR HL R 48 B R A G4 D LU T A, A R I e G . LS Al 2
FEZF B RISHIX 2 —, B41%: Minneapolis, 7525 [H 500 5 A h i, &4k
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APl Admission Committee 13— [ 1 A o FRARIX — sOR G R U8, F 08 A IR
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T8 320 R BT A A A T D il s LAt 28 TR0 L T AL 1)

BIX—I L5 T 5 %KL, University of Minnesota, Norte Dame, Michigan State, U of
Chicago UL & Indiana Kelley. 7Erfiixdeszke ], 23RN S E P2 Indiana, Jir A7 ezl r
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TEAZ AR BOCEE T LA AR i A Essay, FZRNT T FK
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ffysx— Dengshan’s Essay-1
Please evaluate yourself as a leader. Where have you demonstrated excellence? (200 words)

I would characterize myself as an effective and compassionate leader. | prefer to work through people
rather than around them. My experiences growing up in a poor farming village taught me
perseverance, gentility and a keen sense of staying focused. I believe these are all important qualities
of a leader.

As | progressed in my career, first as a student leader, teacher, interpreter and then business manager, |
continually developed my interpersonal skills. I not only care that a job gets done but also care about
the people doing the job. | believe that | have strong personal integrity, which draws people together
and make them willing to work with and for me.

Doing business in China, which has a premature market economy, requires. substantially on
communication and interpersonal skills. Here we call it Guanxi (Relationship) Marketing. While | was
working with XXX and XXX, | had the responsibilities to deal with government regulation bodies.
Gaining product approvals and acquiring sales permits/licenses are not simply about presenting the
company and products, more importantly 1 formed personal relationship with the government
regulation staff. This is particularly important considering the tradition and culture we have here in
China.

-20-



“Business Minds Meet Here, We Succeed Together!” http://www.ChaseDream.com

ffysx— Dengshan’s Essay-2

What do you consider to be your most important personal and professional accomplishments?
(Please limit to three) (400 words)

Personal achievement:

1.

I was born and raised in a small rural village in northern China. | am especially proud of my
education from high school, to undergraduate school and finally graduate school. This was no
small accomplishment considering that children from the countryside in China have a substantial
disadvantage to city children. Not only is the countryside very poor and underdeveloped, but there
are very few chances to receive quality education there. | left home when | was 13 and lived in
boarding schools through high school. After that | moved on to a regional university and then on
to Shanghai for my graduate studies. My education presented many opportunities for me along
the way. Without a university education I am sure my life would be very different. Even today |

am the only boy from our village that has earned a Masters Degree.

Professional achievements:

2.

During my earlier graduate study, | set up a translation business with a business partner. As with
most start-ups, we had to perform all duties in order to get the business up and running. We turned
our business into a profitable venture and earned a good reputation among the Shanghai business
community. Many: multi-national companies were among our clients in addition to individual
business travelers that required translation services. In 1999, our company won the one-week
interpretation project for the Academic and Industrial Conference for the Swedish Consulate in
Shanghai. This event was part of the overall program to celebrate the 50" anniversary of
diplomatic relations between China and Sweden. During that week, | worked with professors
from Gothenburg University and Chalmers University of Technology as well as senior executives
from Ericsson, Volvo, Adtranz, Port of Gothenburg and other Swedish corporations. | also had the

honor to interpret for the Vice-mayor of the city of Gothenburg.
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ffysx= Dengshan’s Essay-3

Why are you applying to the full-time Carlson MBA Program, what do you hope to experience
and contribute, and what are your plans and goals after you receive your MBA? (600 words)

I am applying to the Carlson MBA program for the following reasons: First is its location. The Twin
Cities offer a vibrant and viable business community. With numerous Fortune 500 companies
headquartered there, | feel that there is a wealth of corporate experience at my front door. Second is
the program’s size, | am particularly attracted to its smaller size. I like this because | can have more
interaction with other students. Here | can develop social and business friendships with talented
people from all over the world. Moreover, the smaller program allows me to gain more support from
others like myself. Third is the friendly atmosphere of the campus. | definitely sensed this during my
campus visit earlier this fall. I was impressed with the friendly culture and the hospitality I received
which reinforced my desire to pursue an MBA education at Carlson. In several phone conversations
and email communications | had with alumni Mr. Luis Moreno, | have a strong feeling about the
quality of Carlson people. Here people care and reach out to help even if they have never met before.
That simply makes a whole lot difference in life and in business.

I look forward to spending two exciting years at Carlson. First, | would definitely love to experience
more about the American culture and economy. Second, it will be fantastic to meet people from all
over the world. Under one roof, | would be able to learn more about different cultures and economic
systems. Third, | plan to get involved on the local level with community projects and look forward to
interacting with top-level business executives. I hope to apply what | learn into the real business
practices.

While | firmly believe that | will grow tremendously from the program, | am also confident that | can
contribute. First, as a Chinese national; my ethical and cultural background can add to the diversity of
the Carlson community and enhance.the life experience of others. More importantly, | was born and
raised in a small rural village, where my family farmed. | rose from these harsh surroundings to
become a business professional. | believe these experiences will be good assets to share with the
Carlson MBA community. Secondly, | have solid analytical skills and can be a good team player in
the study group. My business start-up experience will enable me to contribute more in the learning
environment, which will be helpful to those who would like to start a business after graduation.
Thirdly, | have worked and lived in Shanghai for eight years and have been personally involved with
and witnessed the greatest economic development in that city’s history. Coupled with my extensive
working experiences in different industries and various functions, | will be able to share the firsthand
information and bring the inside stories from Shanghai to the classroom setting. This is particularly
important in today’s economy as Shanghai is one of the few regions that still maintain a high
economic growth rate. Fourth, my international exposure together with a global business perspective
will also enhance the learning experiences of my fellow classmates. Finally, | have held many
leadership positions while in college and graduate. | will definitely use those experiences to help my
classmates, the program and the communities | volunteer in.

My first post-MBA goal is to pursue a management position in sales or marketing with a multinational
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consumer products company in Shanghai. With the experiences that | have gained so far, | believe a
MBA from Carlson School of Management will help me achieve my long-term career goal of
becoming head of a sales and marketing section in a large international company in China.
Undoubtedly this will help other aspiring Chinese to seek further education at Carlson and will help
American graduates seeking to find a conduit into China’s complex business society.
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